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The Roads Taken Over.

If the conservatives feel any shock over the Presi-
dential proclamation of this morning, we commend to
them the following words from it:

“The government of the United States is the only
great government now engaged in the war which has
not already assumed control of this sort.

“The greatest national necessity dictated the ac-
tion and I was, therefore, not ut liberty to abstain
from it.”

A great economic revolution has been cffected, on
paper at least, and the future will determine whether
the Hon. William G. McAdoo, new director general of
the railrcads of the United States—which makes him
the greatest tramsportation dictator of all times—will
be able to shoulder the mighty new war burden thrust
upon his shoulders,

After all, the railroads will be doing business at
“the same old stand” after noon tomorrow—the rail-
road presidents will be holding their jobs, as will be
the conductors, the switchmen, the firemen, and every-
Liady else. The revolution will be 2 bloodless one.

But every mile of railroad track in the nation will
be in the control of the Washington government, and
the director general has practically unlimited power
over all of them.

The country, not accustomed to such drastic
changes accomplished overnight, will feel a trifle
“jumpy” and nervous this morning, but will be re-
signed to the news. Reassuring are the President’s
words that every stockholder and bondholder of the
systems are to be guaranteed a net income equivalent
to an average of the net income of the past three years,
although some doubts are certain to be held as to
whether this will be as easy to effect in practice as it
is on paper.

The President has cut the Gordian knot with his
own Excalibur and the country will support his de-
cision as an inevitable war measure.

1918.

The coming year promises to be a critical one in
American history.

It will decide whether we will win or lose the war.
It will bring the “show down” in our preparations for
the conflict. It will be the key to the future.

Therefore let us draw a sct of New Year's reso-
lutions for the nation. We think they should read
something like this:

WHEREAS, war is war, and peace is peace, and
any country that tries to blend the two is making a
fool of itself: and _ ‘

WHEREAS, our own best judgment and “horse
sense” tells ns that, with our unexampled strength and
wealth and resources, if we cannot whip the Kaiser we
ough to join China in an Int-rnational Old Ladies’
Sewing circle (and probably wo i1} ; and

WHEREAS, the Kaiser having gotten us into this
war, it is "up to us” to see that he does not get out of
it before he hoists up the white flag; and

WHERFEAS, the sacrifices the government is call-
ing upon ns to make, in comparison with those that
European peoples make, are so trivial as to be com-
parable to the self-denial that some men endure to own
“flivvers,” or to see hasehall games in the summer, or
that some women undergo to own lap dogs; therefore,
be it

RESOLVED, that before the end of 1018 Ameri-
can brawn will have banished the Kaiser to an island—
preferably St Helena or Coney—or to the Siberian
vaudeville circuit.

Better Pay for Clerks.

There is not a manufacturer or bank or insurance
company or merchant who has not voluntarily or under
pressure mct the emergency of the menace of losing
elp by paring better wages,
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I itting that this great nation should have to
be coerced mnto paying its clerks the wage they are
justly entitled to? Decidedly not. These clerks are
not of the sort described as those looking for “the op-
portunity to be uscless.” They are trained for their
wark, deing overtime on a full day's work—in these
days of stress.

The IHerald earnestly hopes that red tape will be
cut and the increase put into effect as speedily as pos-

sible.

No “Made In Germany” Trade-Mark On Our
Toys This Christmas.

Poor Germany! She,invented Kris Kringle, alias
Santa Clans. She had a monopoly of the Christmas toy
trade. She had all the voungsters working for her.

And now? It would be bathos to ask or to de-
scribe what the stockings of German children held this
Christmas. It would be heartless to picture the bitter
mockery that Santa Claus must have become in the
hearts of millions of German children. Let us draw
the curtain on the frightiul toll that war has taken
from these innocents,

But here in America, where Santa Claus still
comes, though with a heavy heart, we have thrust the
German workman out from a privilege that for a gen-
etation he has arrogated to himself—that of making
toys for our children. Three years ago, when the Brit-
ish fleet first stopped German-made toys from crossing
to our shores, we cried out rather petulantly against
the loss, but set our own craftsmen at work to make
up the imported supply that was gone. At first people
said condescendingly that these toys would have to do,
but that, of course, they would not be as good as the
German toys. Now they are telling a different story.

The fact is that the new American toys are more
ingenious and more durable than the German, and mil-
lions of children are finding them so. The year before
the war the United States imported more than $9,000,-
000 worth of toys from Germany. Last year we not
only made enough to satisiy the home market demand,
but exported more than $3,000000 worth, which is
pretty good for an infant industry.

The Germans have been hoarding immense quan-
tities of toys, hoping to dump them on the world mar-
ket the day that peace came. They had their eye par-
ticularly on Britain and the United States. Now that
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many” trade-mark on their toys, and refuse all preb-
ents that bear the tell-tale label. It begins to look that
way now.

Alas for the toymaker of Nuremberg. Will he die
of a broken heart? Must he bear unto the third and
fourth generation the sins of his Emperor?

The “Billy” Sunday Campaign.

Billy Sunday will arrive in' Washingtoq within
the week to conduct evangelistic services in a specially
constructed tabernacle on the plaza opposite the Union
Station,

So that every one may know the conditions under
which Billy Sunday comes to Washington, these facts
The Herald believes, should be understood:

Certain interests, largely of the church, raised con-
siderable cash and assembled a guarantee fund to meet
certain necessary expenses—including the building and
furnishing of the tabernacle, and the necessary financial
outlay for the preliminary campaign to make Washing-
ton ready for the big two-month camp

The cash contributions were out-and-out gifts to
the campaign committee. That was understood when
they were made, They went to meet numerous inci-
dental expenses, The guarantee fund was raised among
men and women who permitted the committee to use
their names with which to draw from the banks certain
sums needed to meet pressing bills,

With the opening of thg Sunday campaign there
will become automatically effective a system of after-
noon and evening collections at the tabernacle, Every
penny collected will be turned over to the committee to
be used in repaying the sums drawn on the strength
of the guarantee. When the total expense account shall
have been reached through the collections, the offerings
will cease. .

In every city in which the evangelist has cam-
paigned the collections have been sufficient to “take up”
the full guarantees, so that no person has ever been
called upon to “make good” any part of this fund.

On the last day of the campaign a free-will offering
is taken at all services in the tabernacle. This is turned
over to Billy Sunday. Not another penny does the
evangelist get. He comes under no guarantee of any
sort. He is promised no financial return for his work.
He gets only what the general public chooses to give
him on the final day.

And out of this offering the evangelist pays one-
third of the salaries of his staff of approximately
twenty experts. The other two-thirds is paid out of
the expense account, which is taken care of by the
tabernacle collections.

Save and Invest.

John Wesley, the great founder of Methodism, once
said: “Make all you can; save all you can; give all
you can.”

In the view of the national administration this is
the plain duty of every man and woman who is today
employed at remunerative tasks in this country.

They are to make all they can—bhecause thus they
keep the country prosperous even in wartime.

They are to save all they can—because thus they
cut down waste and extravagance, which are especially
sinful in wartime.

And they are to give all they can—give to their
government so that its armies and navies may be fully

| equipped and prepared and so that the war may the

more specdily be brought to a successful conclusion.

One of the ways to give to Uncle Sam is to buy
a thrift stamp for 28 cents. The next is to bhuy a
war savings stamp.
rapidly as you save the $4.12 or $4.13 or $4.14 or what-
ever the price may he in the particular month in which
the purchase is made,

And it isn't giving, when all is said and done. Tt
is lending to the American government at the very good
interest of 4 per cent.

Fven little Rumania refuses to buy the German
gold brick peace.

Rank rohbery seems to be one business that's a
little better than usual

An Tndiana woman found a $100 pearl in an oyster.
Nouw will you let up on pork and eat sea things?

That Brest-Litovsk peace conference ac<ks all bellig-
crents to send delegates. All right; we nominate

Roosevelt.

If that Scenate committee only clears up the
Crozier-Lewis machine gun scandal, it will not have

| probed in vain.

Canada is for prohibition as a means of devoting
all her energies to war. John Barleycorn is going to
iust despise war, before peace comes.

The Treasury Department says there are 27 pen-
nies per capita in circulation in this country. That's
right. Not one of them can stop anywhere.

Tobacco, announces the Ohio Experiment Station,
kills pests. We never found it so. Some of them
would stay forever if we gave them tobacco,

Buenos Aires newspapers are certainly establish-
ing a pro-Cerman reputation for President Irigoyen
that won't do Argentina any good, when peace comes.

Sugar Administrator Rolph testifies that prohibi-
tion has driven many mén to ice cream sodas and thus
helped to produce sugar shortage. This nation seems
to be headed right at raw water.

CHRISTMAS HYMN FOR BATTLE.

In this, the world’'s disaster,
Mid guns that never cease,
We serve our Lord and Master
The gentle Prince of Peace,
For were dear Christ among us
To face the Hunnish horde,
His order would be flung us
“Fight on with flaming sword.”

He would not bid us palter
With monstrous fiends of hate,

Whose ddeeds profane His altar
Whose hands lay desolate

The land and sea He gave us
Whereon in peace to dwell;

He would march forth to save us

. From any truce with hell

From Prussian greed that levels
All beauty into dust,

From men possessed of devils
Of madness and of lust,

His power would deliver
Our world that fights for life,

His sword would flash and quiver
In forefront of the strife.

So, in the battle stenches,

We greet the Christmas mom
The word thrills through the trenches
“Om this day Christ was born.”

And lo, cur hearts beat faster
With blood we gladly give

To serve cur gentle
Who died that
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Some member of the Senate Military
Affairs Committee can perform a real
service for his country before Con-
gress convencs on January 3.

And the member will be found on
that commlittee, we are quite surc, who
will perform thils service.

which appeara to have been caused

ed amountg of beer and light wines,
The country Is entitied to the truth

a8 to the situation, and if there is rea-

son for the general having issued the

should mot be permitted to mislead
the country at large and perhaps sari-
ously endanger the success of our
arms abroad,

If there is adequate reason for the
issuance of the ord-rs the country
should know this, and there should be
no dlserimination In favor of the men
abroad in the matter of drinking to
moderation. The chance |s here now
for some member of the investigating
committes to stave off the airing of
the matter in the House when Con-
Eress  convenes by providing the
country with the precise remson why
Gen. Pershing took this position.

Just mow It appears that there are
chances—unless some committeeman
is found to scttle the matter now by
getting testimony on the polnt from
Secretary Baker—that the effort of the
Prohibitionists to embarass Gen, Per-
shing in his handling of the situation
in France may grow into a rather in-
teresting affray.

There are also chances that it may
take on the form of a campalgn
against clgarettes—much as many of
the real friends of the army hate to
see it do so—and that it may be a
campalgn prosecuted with the utmost
vigor, {f not vehemenca.

The lawmakers at the Caplitol are
ready for what comes. Thrare are
some of them, of course, who are
willing to aid any movement necea-
sary to make others good by legisla-
tive enactment. The majority, how-
ever, are not ready to carry the
movement quite as far as the late
prohibition victories in both House
and Senate would indicate,

There is a line of demareation
which numbers of the membera seem
to see. They believe that while there
are certailn steps which ean be taken
with propricty, there are other steps
which cannot be properly takem by
Congress—or that, if taken, Congress
must accept full blame for what 1ll
results follow In their wake.

There Is a bellef at the Capito]l that
Gen. Pershing 414 not issue the order
dlowing his men to have beer and
light wine untll he had given the
most ‘careful thought to the matter
and until he had considerately gone
over the conditions as found in France
at this time. Men here do not want
to set aside his judgment, particular-
Iy at this distance, without having
soma very good reason for doing so.

The matter will come to a head
after the holidays—unless ax we said
before, the present Investigators learn
all the facts at once and lay them
before the country.

The objection ia heard, the country
over, that a studied propaganda s on
to repeal the second class postal rate
provisions of the war revenue bill
The charge, however, is hat

over the statement from ¥rance that| ™ P
Gen. Pershing has issusd orders gl-ilhpy attribute to other interests they
lowing the men tn use certain restrict- | themselves are guilty of to a grealer

orders a set of pald reformers here |

IN AMERICA OUGHT TO BE ENLISTED

A LINE O' CHEER
EACH DAY O’ THE YEAR.

By John Kendrick Bangs.

THE MEASURFE,

“A= good as gold!" That I8 the
phrase

Despenking worth when men would
prajse—

| And gold 18 good, and vet. despite

| Tts sterling worth, un=ullied, bright.

With values of established Kkind

The phrase seems not

l mind,

| For Love's a uner, sweeter thing.

It has a warmer, truer ring,

And leaves us not as gold will 4o,

Shorn of our strength in dayvs of rue—

Henee, "Gonod as Love” the phrase
shall be

to sulit my

We refer to the tempest In n l-npoti'!'n measure worth for mine and me
(Copyrizht, IML)

Avgree.

it is difMcult to tell just now what
action wiil come from the present
Congress Iin the mntter of postal rate
reform. The hope of the mature
members Is, however, to sct aside
some of the present poor provisions
of the war revenue bill and let the
enactment of this cla=s of legislation
follow only the most painstaking and
fair study of the situation as it is—
not am someone of a fanatical nature
appears to think it s

If Crongresa makes some clear cut
decision on this matter it will have
earned the gratitude of the people of

the natton. There are S0 many mis-
statemonts of the sitvation that it is
time that Congiress went to the bot-
tom of it and Lrought forth the truth,

“the whole truth, and nothing but the
truth.”

It will never ba known just what
Theodore Roosevelt might have done
abroad—but there are men hereabouls
who would have liked to have thrown
him Into the Russian equation—and
we use the figure advisedly, In the case
of some of them—in the hope that he
could bring out of Hussla what one not
of his tempestuous and violent nature
was utterly unahle to bring out

Of course, it is & matter of debata
Perhaps T, R. would have been a
complete failure. There are any num-
ber of people who think he would have
been.

Rut there are other numbers who
think that the Russlan character
would have warmed up to him like &
Siberian convict to a prospective par-
don, The pro-Teddyites believe that
Russia would have given T. R. every-
thing they refuscd to give to Root.

We have only one suggestlon to
make. If Root did nol warm the cock-
les of the Ru==zian heart, because of
his alleged misuse of money thers, why
would it not be a good scheme to send
Roosevelt over to Russia even as late
as now? The situation could be no
worse—and it I= hardly believable that
T. R. could make it any worse than it
will become as time goes on.

And he might make it better—why
not try him?

THE OBSERVER.

LESSONS IN BRUTALITY.

The Mulhauser Volkszeitung tells
this story which In a few sentences
epitomizes the whole philosophy of
the German polley:

“An empty carrier's van, drawn by
A pair of chestnuts, had just passed
the Torbogen when one of the horses
fell. Five men came to the rescuc
and made herculean efforts to assist
the animal to its feet. They failed
and made way for another gang car-
rying a jack, a chain, a tripod, and
a pulley, *

“Muscular arms tugged at the chain,
the horse klcked and struggled and
quivered with terror, but even almost

leasened in gravity when one sees In
the BSenators’ and Representatives'
mail the enormous volume of pro-
paganda matter in favor of l-cent let-
ter postage and other postal reforms
which are predicated on misleading
atatements of various kinds. The fact
is that, at the present time, those
who are urging maintenance of the

superh efforts falled to raise the
fear-stricken animal

“Then a man bearing a heavy cud-
gel forced his way through the crowd.
The horse was released from ita iron
girdle, and the newcomer belabored
the animal with his cudgel till the
hlood spurted from its flanks, and then
the horse, with a mighty shudder and

desperate plunge, regained its feet.

brutality
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“It was the

triumph of

New York, Dee, 2%

~If vou are ont
of step with the whirling progress of

the day. 1f yo1 are removed from
magnetie influences and feel that you
BT developing into an old fogey or
a bore. If your joie de vivre is dying
at the roots—well cheer up. There is
hope!

You can be nimhble-witted and agile-
minded again—the joy of the plcnic,
the life of the party, the little ray of
sunshine in the gloom of the grill-
room. All you have to do im 1o dance
barefoot in the snow. It will fill you
1l of life's tabasco,

Miss Margaret Crawford., a teacher
of aesthetic dancing, declares all this
is mo—and proved It to moving plcture
men, Park Row reporters and photog-
raphers by dancing bare-legged, bare-
armed and bare-headed with three of
her pupils in two feet of snow on the
roof of a New York hotel,

I was one of the favored guests to
watch the four shivering maids in dia-
phanous gowns dizport themesclves in
the snow until thelr teeth chattered
and their limbs—I believe they are
limhs this winter—were blue from the
bitting winds,

They danced for five minutes, rolled
in the snow, tossed the white flakes
in their hair and there was not an un-
toward Incident except when one frail
littlea blonde stepped on a cruel ice
thong imbedded in the snow and left
a crimson blotch as mute testimony
of her suffering for art.

The entire wardrobe econsisted of
15 cents worth of cheese-cloth. After
they had danced for a half hour, &
rude reporter suggested that a touch
of brandy might be a fitting climax
to the performance, but the out-door
artists spurned his sugzgestion.

Dancing in the snow, they declared,
was much more exhilarating than the
gtrongest drink. And to prove it they
dashed out into the snow again and
burfed themsaeives for several minutes,
Of such stern stuff |8 art and press
agentry made,

There js a goda jerker in a downtown
store who van come around any morn-
ing if he wanta and buy out the hoss.
Politeness made him rich. He has
cerise hair, a face speckled with
freckles and his front molars are out
of alignment—but he is there with
the Sir Galahad ways.

Much of his patronage s from
brokers, who drop in on their way |
homa for a cooling draught. He has|
made it his busineas never to ask a_’
customer his liquid desires without |
firet amliing.

He won thelr eonfidence. Omne told
him about certain Investments and |
they told him in such o way that he |
thought It was wise to profit by it |
He has. Rut he still holdg his Job
and retains his amile. “A New Yorker
appreciates a smile more than any
other type I ever met,” he rald, “and
1 have jerked fiza water from Frisco
to Portland."”

Someona 1= aAlways asking foolish
auestlons. An aector hoarded a Broad-
way surface car which had one of the
new women conductors in charge.
Stepping up to her to get some change
he smiled and said:

*8o you're the conductor, eh?*

And the actor retired to one of the
far away corners and camouflaged his
blushes with an e\renin‘ paper,

Speaking of musical marvels as peo-
ple will, Don Marquis knows a two-
vear-old child who can eat and at
the same lime play on the linoleum.
And Fred Bchaefer at the same sit-
ting declared that in San Francisco
the Fife Bullding is situsted harmoni-

“No,” she replied, “I'm the tight-'
rope walker. How do you lke your
eges?"’
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in our Infancy.’ he spoke more wisaly
than he knew. Uneonscioualy,
echoed the truth behind the Biblical
saying about the need of our becom-
ing lttle children If we are to en-
ter the Kingdom of Heaven."

“There are times when I fee! quite
fascinated by the idea of a progres-
sive heaven,” said the business man,
who had been listening to the man
of the world with sadness in his
eves, "It's not unlike the motion that

confess that his discovery eof spir-
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trying to be tast
ful by being flippant, “we should haw
nothing to look forward to.*™
“And s0 many impossible peoph
would get in.” sald the man of th
world in a tone of extreme weariness
“When we really want heaven, whe
the longing for heaven eompletely pos

Army and Navy News

Best Service Columm in the Clty

The first step in granting the wish
of Gen. Ecott to be given active duty

at the French front probably was
taken yesterday when Becretary Ba-
ker announced his appolntment to
command the training camp at
Wrightsville, N. J., beginning January
2 1918

Gen. Ecott, who was chief of staff
when the war broke out, was suc-
ceeded by Maj. Gen. Tasker H. Bliss.
He was a member of the United
States diplomatic and military mis-
sion to Russia and visited the Rus-
sian front

It {3 known the general desires to
serve “over there.” He is a veteran
of many fights, and one of the most
interesting characters in the army.
He has besn wounded several times
and thres of his fingers have been
shot away,

When an Indian nuprising occurred
and all parlevs failed Gen. Scott went
alons many miles inte the heart of
the hostile country and brought back
Indians a tribe was shielding for trial
on the charge of murder.

Elghtcen officers of the Engineer
Reserve Corps have been ordered to
Washington for duty with Twentieth
Engineers at Camp American Univer-
sity. This regiment is one of the
many Forestry regiments that are
belng orsanized by the department
for #pecial duty in France. Those
aff~cted by the order made public
yvesterday are: Capls. Rodney A
Holmes, Albert W. Higley, George
W. Slack. Edward J. Gillouly, First
Tdeuts. Ernest F. Fee, Fhelby M
SBaunders, Benton L. Yost, Maurioe
C'. Marshall, Joseph R. Coolidge, 34;
Walter E. Bartlett, J. H. McClaln,
William B. Foreman Roy B. Rich
ardeon, Thomas H. Hughes. Harold
%, Walcott, Willlam H. Herrick, Cecll
R. Beal, Richard Warren

Maj. John P. Fietcher, of the Medl-
cal Corps, has been added to corps
of inspectors of the production and
equipment of motor ambulances in
this country for service In France
Maj. Fletcher will inspect plants at
this city, Pontiac, Mich., Watertown,
N. Y. and Chicaco. Trips will be
made frequently to the various plants.

Recond Lieuts. Harold Gray Mead.
Carleton A. Parker, Francis Fleming
Tagegart and Albert Lynn Hopkins, of
the Aviation section of the Sicnal Re-
serve Corps have been placed on ac-

Capt. Joseph A. Manning of the Is
fantry Officers' Reserve Corps has
been assigned to mctive duty and ee
dered to report in Washington te th
Chief of the Army War Collegs fo
duty.

First Lieut Karl M. Knapp, of th
Ordnance Reserve Corps has been o
dered to active duty in Washingtos
He will report to the Chief of Ord
nanoe,

, 4

The rush of enlistments in the nav -
again has lowered the health rate T
the training stations in the servies
Thers now are 20K men gquariers
| at these stations and the crowde
sleeping quarters have aided In th
spread of such diseases as messies

ingiti®s and pne

Lansing to Miss Beatty's Aid.

The Btate Department is making in
quiry regarding the supposed arres
by the Bolsheviki government of Rua
eia of Miss Besghe Beatty, a San Fran
cisco newspaper woman. Senator Hi
ram Johnson hus interested himself 1
!‘Ml.sl Beatty's behalf and 1= doing al
ihe can to ascertain the facts in ha
case.

OPHELIA’S SLATE
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-Chang-e Regularly

There once was a grocer who prepared a small advertise-
ment for a daily space in a local newspaper. He liked the
ad because he thought it sounded just nght and every word

was the truth. He looked at it
was brought in to make sure t

and that it was unchanged.

every morning when his paper
hat it was in his regular place

But with the other readers it was different. People saw

it when it first appeared and

were pleased with it. For the

two days following many results were traceable to this
advertisement. But after awhile they passed over it without

being aware of its presence.
it without seeing it. In fact,

They read everything around

it made no more impression

on them than the regular name-plate at the top of the front

page.

The grocer would occasionally ask a customer if

he had seen the ad. and the customer would say, “Oh, yes,”
and then immediately wonder if he had really seen it or had
he just lied to please the grocer.

Just a little example to show you advertisers why yom
should change your advertisements at every insertion: You
would laugh at a newspaper that printed the same news
items every day. If you want people to read your ads, change
them like an editor does his news items.

Insert a small advertisement mI 'I;be l‘-’E:RAID :}::‘y day
and you will have it changed regularly. We know many
ofyonadvenismmnttnd\mmmadu:hnmubm
that you put it off every time you think of it. The HERALD

will place its ADVER

TISERS' SERVICE DEPARTMENT at

yourdisposallnditwillchnnseyomadldai]yjﬂlih
you would wish them to be changed.

This is another feature added to many other exclusive
HERALD services rendered advertisers.

ADVERTISE! and place it

P ..

in The HERALD.
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